
 

 

Dear Children’s Advocate, 
 
Thank you for your interest in Books for Classrooms. We give supplemental books to teachers in 
southern Arizona classrooms. Please join us in working to improve literacy for children from pre-
school through 12th grade by providing teacher selected, relevant, age appropriate books that 
encourage an understanding of diversity, peace, social justice and conflict resolution to district 
public schools at no charge. We do not provide books to for-profit charter schools. 
 
We are currently working with the Ajo School District (25% Indigenous, 56% Latinx, 80% free & 
reduced lunch)and Wrightson Ridge School (47% free & reduced lunch) in the Sahuarita School 
District to provide 1,896 books to 46 teachers touching the lives of 1,151 students. These are 
pilot projects to streamline our systems so that we can expand rapidly, using donated funds 
from the community, to quickly provide teachers throughout southern Arizona with books. We 
have been asked to work in Tucson schools later this year. 
 
Our Program 
When invited by a school district or principal we arrange for small group presentations for 
teachers. A PowerPoint explains the development of our diversity list  and shares ways teachers 
can enhance classroom activities through use of the public library and other online sources. 
Teacher input is solicited. The participating teachers fill out a book request form that includes 
an agreement that the books stay in the classroom if the teacher leaves.  
 
We research the best cost for books. We collaborate with national organizations and very small 
presses (disabilities, Indigenous) who often provide reduced rates or free books for our 
program. New or gently used books are ordered at reduced rates not generally available to 
public school systems. Our average cost per book is $8-$10, far less than schools pay.  
 
In 2017 striking Arizona teachers revealed that reduced funding had decimated many classroom 
libraries. We sought a tangible way to help teachers better prepare their students for a global 
economy. A group of retired teachers and librarians emerged to evaluate books and create a list 
of 450+ current books in 13 categories of diversity for grades K-12. We empower teachers to 
inspire well-read students by providing free books of their choice for classroom libraries.  
 
We regularly collaborate with: Pima Co. Supt. of Schools, Pima Co. Public Library, UA World of 
Words: Center for Global Literacies and Literatures. We work with the business community, 



 

 

service agencies and donors. Our 100% volunteer 501c3 organization has 5 board members 
who provide policy, direction and oversight to one full-time volunteer staff and 30+ volunteers. 
We are working to build an Advisory Council that will represent our major areas of diversity. 
 
Why supplemental books for classrooms? 
Low-income homes on average have one book for every 300 children compared to middle and 
high-income homes with 50 books per child. A child who does not learn to read may face dire 
consequences. 85% of children in the juvenile justice system are functionally illiterate. Half of 
the people who are functionally illiterate are unemployed.  
 
Reading ability and interest for many students often drop off around fourth grade. Books in 
classrooms that encourage diverse reading can help prevent this trend. Children who are 
surrounded by books become better readers. Most of us remember the book that first moved 
us to understand the importance of reading.  
 
AZ ranks 50th in administrative funding.  AZ ranks 47th in US per pupil spending.  AZ District 
Additional Assistance (DAA) funds which supply books and technology have been seriously 
reduced for a decade. Very little or no funding is available to provide teachers with 
supplemental classroom books. The few books remaining are out of date. Often books are older 
than the students.  
 
Why Diversity? 
AZ celebrates and markets our diversity. Every student deserves to see themselves in books in 
their classroom. Diverse books promote respect and empathy for all people, leading to stronger 
citizenship. Students gain self-esteem from reading about characters  with whom they can 
identify. Though there has been a small upswing in publishing books depicting characters from 
diverse backgrounds, books published in US in 2018 included 1%(23) Indigenous, 5%(170)Latinx, 
7%(218) Asian Pacific Am, 10%( 301) African/African Am, 27%(864) Animals/other, 50%(1558) 
White. Teachers don’t have time to seek out these books. Trained school librarians are 
increasingly scarce. 
 
Thank you for your interest in our organization. We appreciate the opportunity to tell you 
about our organization. Please contact me at 520-664-4641 if I can answer any questions or 
provide more information.  
 
Linda Laird, Coordinator 
Books for Classrooms 
1432 S San Luis 
Green Valley AZ 85614 
520-664-6861 
BooksforClassrooms@gmail.com 
Like us on Facebook. https://www.facebook.com/booksforclassrooms 


